Call for Applications

J. J. Murray Research Award –Deadline 27 January 2012
This annual $1000 student research grant is one of the ways in which the VSO supports the study of Virginia avifauna.  Up to two awards will be granted in 2012 due to the generosity of the Northern Neck Audubon Society in funding a matching award.  

Criteria and eligibility: The Murray Award was established in 1980 to honor the Rev. J. J. Murray, Sr., a charter member of the VSO and the editor of its journal, The Raven, from its inception until 1969.  The award is designed to promote graduate and undergraduate research, and the research must consist of current or projected field studies on Virginia birds.  Proposals will be judged for their scientific merit and the likelihood that the work will make a meaning contribution to our understanding of Virginia avifauna.  Upon completion of the research, the recipient will be asked to present the results at a VSO annual meeting, and are encouraged to publish the results in an appropriate journal.  The recipient will also be awarded a one-year membership in the VSO.

Application procedures: Proposals should be of a reasonable length.  If the proposal is longer than 15 pages it must include a summary of no more than two pages.  Submissions will be evaluated by the VSO and must be received by 27 January 2012.  If the research is part of a degree program, students should include the name of the institution and department they are enrolled in, the degree they are working towards, and the name of their academic or research advisor.  Each proposal should include a letter from the student's academic advisor verifying that the applicant is a student in good standing, and that he/she is receiving the advisor's support for this project.  Both proposals and letters of reference should be submitted electronically as Word files, although they can be submitted separately.  Applicants will be notified of the results by 6 April 2012.

Please send proposals or requests for information to:

Gene Sattler

gsattler@liberty.edu 

Department of Biology & Chemistry

Liberty University

1971 University Blvd.

Lynchburg, VA 24502

